How to create a brief

At Ecohouse, we pride ourselves on the help and advice we offer our clients. We are on

hand from the very beginning to get your project off to a flying start, but it is still important for

you to create a brief pinpointing exactly what it is you want your home to offer you. Making decisions will be quicker and easier with a brief in place, and you will feel in control and fully involved from the word go. If you’ve never written a brief before, it can sound more daunting than it really is.

Here are a few key points to get you started:

Look at as many examples of homes you can find, particularly those that particularly inspire you, and jot down what elements you like about them, and what you don’t like. This could be anything from its grand entrance and external finishing to the kitchen units and internal doors, or it could be the amount of glazing, internal layout or the atmosphere of a particular room.

Consider what the principal aim of the home will be – is it to be a home for a growing family, a cosy space for empty nesters, a home for entertaining or for home working… Is it your aim to be as self sufficient as possible as regards your energy needs or is your priority that your home is built using materials from sustainable local sources. 

Give us a detailed profile of those who will be living in the house, their interests as well as their particular needs. Do you have pets and, if so, what are their requirements.

Budget:

Setting out your budget and timescale at this stage is vital - even if you can be

flexible, it is important for us to have at least a rough guideline.

A brief can be as detailed as you like, or it can be a fairly simple document, incorporating just

the key factors. You may find that you change your mind about some elements, but compiling a brief will enable you to be confident that you have considered vital aspects of the project at an early stage. 
Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with us if you are unsure about any part of the process of creating a brief; we will be very happy to answer any questions you may have.

Your brief will be the beginning of an exciting dialogue between Ecohouse and yourselves

– it will enable us to understand your expectations, so that we can begin

immediately to deliver the home you are dreaming of.
